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Vi kién tao da Cac-xto (Karst)
tao thanh nhiéu hé¢ thong hang
dong lon nhd, Viét Nam ti liu da
la dia chi thu hit cic doan thim
hiém tii cdc ndc, va trong sé dd,
Hiép hji Nghién ciiu hang dong
Hoang gia Anb, do bdc si Howard
John Limbert dian diu cing da cd
madt tai Viét Nam tw ndam 1990.

Nhiing vién ngoc trai hang dong
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Deborah Limbert truéc xudng héa thach trong Son boong

@& DANG VAN PHUC

ac siHoward John Limbert,
B sinh nam 1957 tai thanh

phé Bradford, mién Trung
nuac Anh. Ong La bac si huyét hoc.
Ngay tu khi di hoc, 6ng va céc ban
da dam mé tham hiém hang dong,
leo nui va chéo thuyén. Vg 6ng,
Deborah Limbert, la ban hoc cung
truongY khoa cang chung dam mé
hang dong vai 6ng.

Sau 30 nam kham pha cac
hang dong va chung kién nhiéu
dadi thay clia cac vung dat tai Viét
Nam, bac si Howard John Limbert
(HJL) da chia sé voi Tap chi
Heritage nhiéu diéu thu vi.

Puogc biét, BCRA c6 hoat dong tim
hiéu va tham hiém & Viét Nam tur rat
lau, 6ng co thé chia sé qua trinh
tham nhap, tham hiém hang dong
Viét Nam?

Vao nam 1989, to6i da rat muodn thirva
kham pha cac hang dong & chau A vi
nhom chung toéi da kham pha nhiéu
noi khac trén thé gidi. Toi da viét thu
cho Viét Nam, Lao va Myanmar nhung
chi co Viét Nam vao thoi diém do tra
Loi tich cuc va dugc Bai hoc Quéc gia
Ha Noi (BPHQGHN), trusc day la bai
hoc Téng hop Ha No6i tinh nguyén va
ho tro tham hiém hang dong. BCRA la
mot td chuc thién nguyén, da kham
pha cac hang dong trén khap thé gidi
va la co quan quan ly hang déng ¢
Anh, kiém soat viéc cho phép tham
hiém hang doéng va dao tao cac
chuyén gia va cau lac b6 moi.

Sau khi cé gidy phép va hop tac véi
PHQGHN, nhém cua 6ng da hoat
dong nhu thé nao?

Cung PHQGHN, chung t6i da kham
pha cac hang déng & Viét Nam tu nam
1990. Cu 2 nam 1 lan, chung toi tién
hanh moét chuyén tham hiém voi
khoang 15 - 30 thanh vién. Chung toi
danh gia Viét Nam hién co thé [a quéc
gia hang dong hang dau trén thé gidi.
ba co hon 500 hang déng mai dugc
chung t6i kham pha, vé ban d6 va chup
anh. Cac tinh nhu Quéng Binh, Cao
Bang, Lang Son, Ha Giang, Ninh Binh,
Quang Ninh, Son La, Hoa Binh, Thanh
Hoa da dugc ghé tham. Hang dong lon
nhat thé gidi, hang dong lon thu ba,
hang dong dai nhat Viét Nam va hang
dong co song chay dai nhat thé gidi,
déu duoc nhom nghién cuu chung toi
hop tdc véi PHQGHN phat hién.

KHI BUOC HOI VE
LY DO THAM HIEM,
HOWARD TRA LOI:
“NHU MOINGUOI
CHOI BONG DA,
GOLF HAY TENNIS,
CHUNG TOI CHON
CAVING (KHAM
PHA HANG
PONG)!”.

[ ]

Chuyén gia hang
dong ti€p can Vuon
dia dang Edam
trong Son boong
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Ong thay c6 su thay déi gi 8 Phong Nha -
Ké Bang su6t nhiing nam qua, cung V0i
su kham pha hang dong va phat trién
du lich?

Phong Nha va khu vuc xung quanh co (€ la
noi nghéo nhat ¢ Viét Nam. Khi chung toi
dén tham lan dau tién vao nam 1990, nhiéu
ngoi lang gan do bij thiéu luong thuc tram
trong va gap van dé lon vai bénh sét ret.
bay cang la noi bi ném bom nhiéu nhat cua
Viét Nam trong cudc chién tranh véi My, du
lich phat trién cham, va sau khi hang Son
Poong dugc phat hién, co dugc vi thé Di
san Thé gioi, moi thir bat dau thay doi.

Chung toi da giup quang ba khu vuc
nay qua nhang bé phim va cac bai viét
trén nhiéu tap chi. Tu do tao ra co hdi viéc
lam qua hoat dong du lich la cac khach
san, nha hang, homestay cho chinh dan
dia phuong. Hon 3.000.000 khach du lich
da dén tham Quang Binh vao nam 2018.
3 hang dong trong khu vuc la hang Phong
Nha, hang Thién Buong va hang Téi ma
chung toéi da kham pha vao dau nhang
nam 1990 hién la diém dén du lich pho
bién doi vai du khach.

Chung t6i (Howard va Deborah) va 6
thanh vién khac tu Anh Quéc, hién dang
séng trong lang suét 8 nam qua, cung
cong ty Oxalis (don vj t6 churc tour tham
hiém hang dong chuyén nghiép) ho tro
dao tao va ddm bdo an toan cho tat ca
cdc chuyén du lich mao hiém. Chung toi
da ho trg cac doan quay phim quéc té
nhu National Geographic, BBC, NHK; cac
doan Viét Nam va 2 bo phim Hollywood
King Kong va Peter Pan. Trong hai nham
toi con co nhiéu bo phim dang mong doi
sé dugc thuc hién.

Nguoi dan dia phuong, PHAGHN, nhiing
ngudi cung 6ng suét 30 nam qua, da
thay dé6i cuoc séng va duy tri nhu thé
nao dé Phong Nha - Ké Bang luén xiing
dang la Di san Thién nhién Thé giGi?
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CHUNG TOI PATI
THAY HON 330 HA
DONG MOI O TIiN
QUANG BINH VA
550 HANG BONC
TREN KHAP VIE
NHUNG VAN CC
NHIEU HANG B
KHAC DE KHAI

Pieu kha tuyét voi la nguoi dan dia phuong
da thich nghi rat tét vai du lich va tich cuc
gin git cac gia tri thién nhién & day.
UNESCO da dong mot vai tro rat quan
trong trong viéc giup bao ton trang thai tu
nhién cua khoéi nui Ké Bang. Ho cung da
nhan manh tam quan trong ctia khong chi
cac hang dong ma ca hé thuc vat va dong
vat. Cung vai do, viéc cam két khong thuc
hién cap treo vao Son boong la mot két
qua tuyet voi dé bao ton va duy tri hién
trang, la diéu kién can thiét dé dam bao
dugc UNESCO duy tri danh gia.

30 nam qua, nhiing dong gop cuia 6ng va
hiép hoéi co dugc ghi nhan hay ho trg nao
tur phia Chinh phu Viét Nam?

V6i nhting no luc va cong hién cua doan,
cac thanh vién cua doan da duoc Chinh
pht Viet Nam ghi nhan qua cac bang khen
Cla doan tai Viet Nam. Do la moét vinh du
lon. 8 nguoi trong nhom chung toi da, dang
song va lam viéc 8 nam qua 6 Phong Nha
mong muon duoc nhap quoc tich Viét
Nam, la cong dan Viét Nam. Toi tin rang do
l@ mot qua trinh khé khan nhung hy vong
mot ngay nao do, ban than toi va Deborah
S€ €O qudc tich Viét Nam.

Puoc biét, cung voi cong viéc 6 Oxalis,
nhom ctia 6ng van tiép tuc cac chuyén
tham hiém hang dong mdi, 6ng co thé
chia sé mot s6 du dinh cia minh?

Nhom chung toi dang thuc hién mét cuéc
tham hiém cung véi PHQGHN Chung toi
cung sé thuc hién chuyén lan vao mot sé
hang dong cung John Volanthon, la tho lan
dau tién tim thay nhing dua tré Thai Lan bj
mac ket trong hang dong nam ngoai.
Chung toi da tim thay hon 330 hang dong
moi 6 tinh Quang Binh va hon 550 hang
dong mai trén khap Viét Nam, nhung van
con nhiéu hang dong khac dé kham pha.

Xin cam on 6ng.

H220-2020 HERITAGE 65




Dr.Howard John
Limbert on the
caving way

@ DANG VAN PHUC

orn in 1957 in Bradford, a
B city in central England, Dr.

Howard John Limbert
used to be a hematologist. He
started caving, climbing, and
sailing with his friends while at
school. His wife, Dr. Deborah
Limbert, a graduate from the
same medical school, shares his
passion for caving.

After 30 years of caving and
witnessing the tectonic changes
in Vietnam, Dr. Limbert discussed
his experiences with Heritage.

Th
Mhgh

W

Vietnam has a variety of cave types, thanks to the process of

The first underground river on Son Doong

SPENT 30 YEARS EXPLORING
VIETNAM'’S CAVES

karst formation. This has long made Vietnam a promising
destination for explorers from around the world, including
Dr. Howard John Limbert, who led The British Cave
Research Association (BCRA). He mounted his first
expedition in Vietnam in 1990.
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heard that the British Cave
Research Association has been
studying and exploring in
Vietnam for a long time. Can you
share more about your journey
of caving in Vietham?
In 1989, | had a desire to explore
caves in Asia after my team made
multiple expeditions around the
world. | wrote to Vietnam, Laos,
and Myanmar but only received
positive feedback from Vietnam.
The then University of Hanoi (now
known as Vietnam National
University)  offered  their
voluntary support for the
expedition. The BCRA is a charity
and speleological organization
and a constituent body of the
British Caving Association. It
issues research grants and
provides training to new caving
experts and clubs.

After making contact with the
Vietnam National University and
obtaining sheaves of permits,
how did your group operate?
Together with  Vietnam
National University, we have
explored caves in Vietnam since
1990. Every two years, we mount
an expedition with a team of 15 to
30 members. Due to our

assessments, Vietnam is among
the world’s top countries for
caves. More than 500 new caves
were discovered, mapped and
photographed. We left footprints
in many provinces, including
Quang Binh, Cao Bang, Lang Son,
Ha Giang, Ninh Binh, Quang Ninh,
Son La, Hoa Binh, and Thanh Hoa.
Four caves - the largest cave in
the world; the third-largest cave
in the world; the longest cave in
Vietnam; and the longest
underground river in the world -
are among our discoveries with
Vietnam National University.

Along with caving and tourism
development, what other
changes have occurred in
Phong Nha - Ke Bang in the past
few years?

The area around Phong Nha was
once one of the poorest regions
in Vietnam. When we first came in
1990, many villages were facing
severe food shortages and
malaria. This area was heavily
bombed during the Vietnam-
American war, leading to slow
tourism growth. After Son Doong
was discovered and Phong Nha
was named a World Heritage site,
a new era dawned.

jestic scene in
n Doong Cave
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On our side, we have tried to
promote Phong Nha through
many movies and magazine
articles, which have given locals
jobs in hotels, restaurants, and
homestays. In 2018, more than
three million visitors came to

Quang Binh. Three caves
discovered in the early 1990s -
Phong Nha, Thien Duong

(Paradise), and Toi (Dark) - are
currently the most popular
destinations.

We (Howard and Deborah),
along with six other team
members from England, have
been living in this village for eight
years. Together with Oxalis, the
world-class adventure tourism
business, we have provided
training and safety support to all
of our adventure tours.
Furthermore, we have supported
various crews from international
media, including National
Geographic, BBC, and NHK, and
Vietnamese media, as well as film
crews working on the
international blockbusters King
Kong and Peter Pan. In coming
years, we can expect more
exciting film projects.
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Dr.Deborah Limbert in Va Cave

During the last 30 years, what
has changed in the lives of
local people and how are they
contributing to maintaining
Phong Nha - Ke Bang’s World
Heritage status?

It is wonderful to see how the
locals have adapted to tourism
and how they are actively
preserving the region’s natural
values. UNESCO has played an
important role in supporting the
preservation of Ke Bang’s
natural  landscape. They
emphasized the importance of
the caves as well as the
spectacular flora and fauna
species. The commitment to no
cable car operation to Son
Doong is an extraordinary effort

to preserve it as a natural
landmark, which is a selection
criteria for UNESCO.

What recognition and
acknowledgments have you
and BCRA received from the
Vietnam government over the
last 30 years?

We have received several
certificates of appreciation from
the Vietham government for our
efforts and contributions in
Vietnam. Itis a great honor. Eight
members of our association
have spent eight years living and
working in Phong Nha. They
wish to become citizens of
Vietnam. | believe it will be a
challenging process but | hope
one day Deborah and | will gain
Vietnamese citizenship.

Apart from the partnership
with Oxalis in Viethnam, you and
your team still undertake new
caving expeditions. Can you
share more information on
your plans?

My team is working with Vietnam
National University on an
expedition project. We also plan
to take some cave diving trips
with John Volanthen, the first
rescuer toreach the boys’football
team stranded in Thailand’s Tham
Luang Cave in 2018. We have
discovered more than 330 new
caves in Quang Binh and over 550
new caves across Vietnam, and
there are still more to find.

Thank you for sharing your
inspiring stories.



